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It was agreed first to invoke the assistance of the Romans, and the mission was offered to Spendius ; but as a fugitive, he did not dare to take charge of it, therefore twelve men from Greek colonies were selected to execute it, and embarked on a Numidian shallop at Annaba.
Then the chiefs exacted from all of the Barbarians an oath of complete obedience. Each day the captains inspected the clothing and shoes ; even the use of bucklers was forbidden to the sentinels, for they often had been found to prop them against their lances and thus sleep whilst standing upright. Those who dragged about any baggage were constrained to get rid of it; everything, according to the Roman custom, must be carried on the back. By way of precaution against the elephants Msitho instituted a corps of panoplied cavalry, in which both man and horse were concealed under a cuirass of hippopotamus hide bristling with nails; and to protect the horses' hoofs, they wore shoes of plaited esparto-grass,
It was forbidden to pillage the towns, or to tyrannise over the inhabitants of non-Punic race. As the country was being drained, M&tho ordered the distribution of rations to the soldiers individually, without heeding the women; at first they shared with them, and from lack of sufficient food, many became weak. It was the occasion of incessant quarrels and invectives ; many attracted the companions of others by bribes, or even by the promise of their rations. Seeing this, Matho commanded that all the women should be driven away without mercy. They took refuge in the camp of Autharitus ; but the women